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This chapter theoretically advances the concept of student actorhood and student agency in student-centered learning and instruction (SCLI) in higher education. The conception of students as actors presupposes student agency which refers to students’ capabilities to actively participate in both the learning processes and the design of the learning environment. In line with this definition, this chapter analyses student agency in SCLI in two distinct, yet interrelated domains. First, in line with constructivist education theories, the chapter explores issues of students’ autonomy, power relations between teachers and students and students’ responsibilities in the co-construction of knowledge. Second, drawing on perspectives from neo-institutional theories and higher education politics, the chapter analyses student agency in institutional governance of teaching and learning by exploring the concepts of power relations between students and institutional decision-makers, students’ sense of agency in institutional governance and student impact. Student agency is one of the central tenets of the contemporary scholarship on student-centered education and this chapter elaborates and advances the conceptions of student agency and actorhood in SCLI. The chapter also introduces a novel perspective on students as agents to bring about change in institutional strategies and culture toward more student-centeredness, a view that has so far been neglected in scholarship. 

